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Asian Art in London offers up an extraordinary range of works from every corner of the continent. Susan Moore selects some highlights.                          21st October 2008
Asian Art in London never ceases to amaze. Now in its 11th year, the initiative promotes an extraordinary range of pan-Asian events taking place in and out of London. It has extended beyond the traditional fare of exhibitions, gallery shows, seminars, lectures, films and workshops to embrace anything from fashion shows (The Japan Room) to a charity dog walk celebrating the festival of Kukur Tihar and benefiting the Kathmandu Arts Centre. This year’s edition has extended its dates: 30 October-12 November.
As ever, it is open house in the commercial galleries, with some 47 galleries staging shows. To whet your appetite, I offer a selection. One of London’s oldest and most distinguished Asian art dealerships, Sydney L. Moss, marks its move to new townhouse premises at 12 Queen Street, Mayfair, with two inaugural exhibitions (3-28 November). ‘This Single Feather of Auspicious Light: Old Chinese Painting and Calligraphy’ features a rotating selection from 124 works of Ming and early Qing literati art and celebrates the publication of a monumental, two-volume catalogue of the same title.
Director Paul Moss has spent the past eight years acquiring the exhibits throughout China. A recent Chinese government authentication project revealed that much more material than anyone expected survives in museum and institutional collections. As a result, export certificates for Ming and Qing material have been granted, even for imperial pieces. The exhibition and book title comes from a colophon on the only known surviving painting – of stands of bamboo – by the philosopher Lu Liu-liang (1629-83). Lu was a Ming loyalist who concealed his virulently anti-Manchurian opinions during his lifetime but when these were subsequently exposed by the Qing imperial authorities his body was exhumed, his descendants executed, banished or enslaved and all the writings and paintings that could be found were destroyed. This rarity comes with a price tag of £65,000. Prices range from £2,000 to £800,000 for a 10m-long river landscape handscroll by Lan Ying, one of the great painters of his day.
The second exhibition at Sydney L. Moss, ‘Such Stuff as Dreams Are Made On’ is devoted to the Willi G. Bosshard collection of Japanese netsuke, formed over a period of 40 years. Particularly strong on Kyoto school animals, the show features the likes of Masanao’s delightful rats and deceptively simple fish. Prices range from £2,000 to £50,000.
